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Jeremy Allouche is a Research Fellow at IDS and
obtained his PhD in International Relations from
the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, Geneva. He previously
worked at the University of Oxford, the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
ETH Lausanne, and the Swiss Graduate Institute
of Public Administration. Jeremy Allouche has
14 years of experience in managing and
designing projects in the field of conflict, security
and development. He is now leading a number of
projects on West Africa and the Horn.
David K. Leonard is the Lead Researcher on the
IDS Global Uncertainties programme and
Visiting Professorial Fellow at the Institute.
Formerly Dean of International and Area Studies
at the University of California, Berkeley,
Professor Leonard has spent his career, dating
back to 1963, working on governance issues in
sub-Saharan Africa, working in over half of its
countries and living in four. He has been the
author or editor of seven books and numerous
articles. The main theme underlying most of his
work has been methods of improving the delivery
of public services in the rural areas of Africa,
both directly through managerial and policy
reform and indirectly through partnerships with
private actors. He has contributed to
organisation theory, the New Institutional
Economics, and comparative politics and
administration.
Ferdinand Mugumo Mushi is Professor of
Political Science (PhD, UC Berkeley 1983) and
has taught at several Congolese Universities in
Lubumbashi and Kinshasa, and the Catholic
Universities of Bukavu (UCB) and Congo
(UCC). He also has served as Advisor to the
Prime Minister’s Office and the Office of the
President, and administrator in various
companies and public institutions in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (the National
Savings Bank (CADECO), Rail and Ports
Authority (Office National des Transports –
ONATRA), Court of Auditors, Office of Small
and Medium Scale Companies – OPEC), while
pursuing a career as a researcher and consultant.
His academic research in the field of politics,
development administration and Congolese civil
society has resulted in several articles and essays. 
Mohamed Samantar is currently Professor of
Economics, Puntland State University. Between
1973–90 he taught economics at the then Somali
National University. Samantar obtained his
DPhil in Development Studies (1990–4) from the
University of Sussex with a thesis on the
development of pastoralists’ strategies in the
region of Nugaal (Puntland). Samantar has also
developed strategies of pastoral conflict
resolution based on cooperative game theories
substantiated, among others, with case histories
by Nugaal pastoralists. Most recently (June 2007–
December 2008), Samantar joined the UNFPA
(United Nations Population Fund) Project in
Puntland as a development economist for the
Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation (MoPIC). Since 2009, he has been
the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)–MoPIC project’s Team Leader for the
Macro-Economic and Public Sector Reform Unit.
Anna Schmidt currently works with the
European Union Somalia Operations Unit as
Governance and Security Advisor. She is a former
Research Fellow at IDS where, among other
things, she was involved in setting up the Global
Uncertainties programme and convened the MSc
in Governance and Development. She holds a
doctorate in Political Science from the University
of California, Berkeley and from 2006–07 was a
Jean Monnet Fellow at the European University
Institute. Her research focuses on a range of
international relations and global governance
issues, including international organisations,
humanitarian emergencies and forced migration,
conflict analysis and post-conflict reconstruction,
democratisation and electoral support, human
rights and security matters as well as social
network analysis.
James Bibi Maiah Vincent is an independent
consultant and Director of the small research
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group Integrated Community and Rural
Development Services (ICARDS – SL), in
Freetown, Sierra Leone. He is an experienced
researcher and consultant on development and
conflict-related issues in Sierra Leone and the
Mano River region. James is considered a leading
authority on Sierra Leonean civil society and, in
particular, the relationship between local NGOs
and their international development partners.
He now holds an MA in Governance and
Development from IDS.
Patrick Anderson Zadi Zadi is a peace-building
specialist and trainer from Côte d’Ivoire. From
2002–04 he was president of AWANE, an Ivorian
organisation specialising in peace and
development activities in support of women and
young people in rural areas. He was Field Officer
for the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in western Côte d’Ivoire from
2004–07. From 2007–09, Patrick was regional
coordinator for a German government-funded
conflict prevention and peace-building project in
south western Côte d’Ivoire. From January 2010
to December 2011, he acted as adviser for the
peace-building programme of the reintegration
and development centres of Juba, Magwi and
Torit in South Sudan and trainer for the Peace
School in Bamako, Mali. His thematic focus is on
issues of gender in reconciliation and social
cohesion, early warning and conflict prevention,
humanitarian relief operations, Disarmament,
Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR), and
Civil Military Cooperation (CIMIC).
